
Dear teacher,

Welcome to the Week of Respect 2017! This year, during the month of November, we will be 
building 1,000 Respect Zones together. We are happy to invite you and your class/school to 
join us.

Building the #Respectzone together
Is there anything more beautiful than starting the Week of Respect with a physical place 
where interconnectedness is central and where everybody feels safe and appreciated? A place 
where even difficult topics are never taboo?

A Respect Zone is such a place. It could be a classroom, but also the entire school, the 
sports field, your own neighbourhood, or even your entire municipality. For the Month of 
Respect, we call upon the help of as many young people as possible to build a Respect Zone 
together. 

Naturally, a Respect Zone isn’t created in a single day. You need to build it together and the 
Week of Respect is the perfect time to get started. For example, during your tutorial or a 
Citizenship class. Inviting a guest speaker to your class during the Week of Respect can also 
open eyes, and doors. 

Together, we will take up the Respect Zone challenge: 1,000 Respect Zones in the 
month of November!

Why a Respect Zone?
• Many schools already have a policy on respectful relations with each other. But 

how do you make this concrete, visible and tangible? With a Respect Zone, you 
create a physical place where you explicitly choose for an inclusive society.

• A Respect Zone ensures a material change where needed. Together, you determine 
the rules on how you interact and what is needed to be successful. The entire 
class/school also commits to adhering to these rules.

• A Respect Zone clearly shows how treating one another with respect is an 
everyday habit. In the Respect Zone, you support one another, talk to each other 
and you can easily engage in a conversation on difficult topics such as religious 
differences, cultural diversity, discrimination, radicalisation or bullying, but also 
such things as friendship.

• A successful Respect Zone works contagiously: People keenly follow a good 
example, so Be The Change You Want To See!



Five steps to a #Respect Zone
Start up the Respect Zone
1. Determine together where the physical location of the Respect Zone will be. Examples are: 
the classroom, the school yard or the entire school. Young people can also help by setting 
the example for adults, so a Respect Zone can also be located in a teachers’ staff room, for 
example.
 
2. Start the Respect Zone by taking a group photograph for the action poster. Post this 
photograph on social media with #Respectzone and post it up in your classroom/school.
 
Once you have completed this, your Respect Zone counts for the Challenge!

Completing the Respect Zone
3. Discuss with each other what is needed to be a Respect Zone and determine the rules 
of the game together. Need teaching materials on the subject? Use the Respect teaching 
materials.

4. Inspired by the conversations about the Respect Zone? Appointments made 
and ready for action? Then engage in a #Loveattack. That’s a ‘good deed’ that matches 
the Respect Zone. Think about standing up for someone who is being bullied, or paying a 
compliment to a person who could really use it. 
Make a photo/post of your good deed and share it on social media with #Respectzone 
#Loveattack.

5. Keep the conversation alive on how you treat one another other with respect. Do you work 
out your agreements, even on difficult subjects? Or do they need fine-tuning? Always keep in 
mind: Treat others in the way that they would want to be treated.

1,000 Respect Zones!
You’re not alone! The Challenge is to have 1,000 Respect Zones by the end of the month of 
November. The zone is counted if the photo has been shared on social media with at least 
#Respectzone (step one and two must be completed), or mailed to info@respecteducation.
me, in which case we will post it for you! Do you have any questions, or would you like to 
brainstorm about your Respect Zone? Mail to info@respecteducation.me.

The Week of Respect is an initiative of the Respect Education Foundation.
Please, visit www.weekvanrespect.nl for more information.


